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We all know by now that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
thrown the very best of plans out the window. While the 
City will not be hosting the annual Scarecrow Festival 
this October, we are excited to announce the 16th annual 
Scarecrow Contest tradition lives on! 

Downtown businesses are encouraged to create a one-
of-kind scarecrow for a chance at a cash prize. It’s a great 
opportunity for families to safely explore Downtown 
Shawnee and enjoy the heart of our community.

Scarecrows must be on display in front of your business 
or along Johnson Drive in front of City Hall by noon on 
Wednesday, October 28. Winners will be announced on 
Friday, October 30! 

The four $150 cash prize categories include:

• Best Kansas City Sports Theme
• Most Creative
• Most Relative to your Business
• People’s Choice (most Facebook likes) 

Complete and submit the entry form below by  
Wednesday, October 28 to participate in the scarecrow 
contest. Businesses are eligible to win no more than two 
cash prize categories. Contact Lauren Grashoff at 742.6226 
or lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org if you have any questions.

Entry form must be received by October 28

Scarecrow Contest Entry Form

Organization Name:

Organization Address:

Contact Person:

Contact Email:

Contact Phone:

Shawnee City Hall  
11110 Johnson Drive  
Shawnee, KS 66203 
c/o Lauren Grashoff

Phone: 742.6226 
Email: lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org
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In August 2020, the Governing Body approved significant changes to the Downtown Improvement Program, also 
known as Policy Statement 47. The revisions are intended to simplify the incentive offerings, expand the scope of eligible 
projects and areas, and prioritize and support existing businesses. The new basic program elements of the Downtown 
Improvement Program include:

 � Consolidation of five options into one broad grant program,
 � Grants are awarded as a reimbursement of actual costs for exterior and interior building and property improvements,
 � 50% of the total cost of the improvements up to $7,500 is reimbursable with a minimum of $1,000,
 � A minimum of $50,000 is available annually, and
 � Each building/property is eligible to receive one grant every three years.

The policy statement changes become effective January 1, 2021. The Community Development Department will 
begin accepting applications for the 2021 grant year on January 2, 2021. Reminders about the upcoming application 
period will be sent to businesses around the end of the year. To review the complete Policy Statement 47 revisions, visit 
cityofshawnee.org and navigate to “Policy Statements” under the “Government” tab.

DRUMROLL PLEASE...
Introducing two new city parks Trail Scout Park and Oxbow Park! The undevelopable property was acquired as part 
of the Nieman Now! improvement project.

The park area east of Nieman Road along Shawnee Mission Parkway Frontage Road will depict James Butler, a scout, 
leading the wagon train from Pioneer Park (located southeast of this site). To honor James Butler’s contribution the 
park has been named Trail Scout Park and the statue is expected to be completed in April 2021.

The park split by Nieman Road just north of 61st Street features a pavilion area on the east and a play area on the west. 
The Star Blacksmith Shop on the west side of Nieman Road served not only the early citizens of Shawnee Town but 
also the stage and freight lines traveling west. Built and operated by Jeremiah King, a member of the Shawnee Indian 
tribe, the shop played a crucial role in the mid 19th century settlement era. Located on the Gum Springs Route of 
the Santa Fe Trail, the Star shop was large enough to accommodate either a yoke of oxen (fully grown bovine steers 
connected by a wooden “yoke”), or a disabled freight wagon for repair. In honor of the contribution to the area the  
park has been named Oxbow Park.

The Downtown webpage has recently been updated to include a variety of helpful information. The revised page 
includes a map of public parking areas around Johnson Drive and Nieman Road, incentives, newsletters, planning and 
development documents, and a wealth of resources. Check it out and feel free to contact Lauren Grashoff at 742.6226 or 
lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org if you have any questions.
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